Wine Country, Chile

Carménére
Far from the cosmopolitan and vibrant city of Santiago, a very special grape grows. Aimost killed by insects, and
then forgotten, the Carménere was reborn more than 10.000 km away from its homeland and today is Chile's
most renowned wine around the world... But how did that happen?
In the 19th century, the phylloxera epidemic almost wiped all of France's raisin plants, forcing French winemak-
ers to start over with their plantations of Malbec, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc and Carménere.
Their efforts worked and almost all of the strains were brought back to life, but the Carménere couldn't adapt to
the cold spring and early autumn rains of Bordeaux and got extinct.

Carménére
Lejos de la cosmopolita y vibrante ciudad de Santiago, crece una uva muy especial. Casi muerto por insectos, y luego
olvidado, e/ Carménere renace a mas de 10.000 km de su tierra natal y hoy es el vino mds famoso de Chile
en todo el mundo ... ;Pero cémo sucedio eso?

En el siglo XIX, la epidemia de filoxera casi destruyd todas las plantas de pasas de Francia, obligando a los endlogos
franceses a comenzar de nuevo con sus plantaciones de Malbec, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc y
Carméneére. Sus esfuerzos funcionaron y casi todas las cepas volvieron a la vida, pero e/ Carménére no pudo
adaptarse a las lluvias frias de primavera y otofio de Burdeos y se extinguio.
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cont. Carménére

More than a hundred years passed and the
Carménére was reborn in central Chile. How? A
decade before the plague that affected France
started, a few strains of Carménere joined the
European winemakers that migrated to Chile
around 1850. However, this survivor wine strain
was sown next to Merlot and Cabernet plants
and for years Carménere was marketed as these
two varieties.

It was not until 1991, that the french ampelo-
graph Claude Vallat pointed that some kind of
Merlot produced in Chile wasn't Merlot at all, but
he couldn't identify what type of strain it was.
Two years later, Jean Michel Boursiquot, disciple
of Vallat, finally concluded that the random plant
in question was Carménere, a strain that for a
century was supposed to be extinct!

Everything after that is history. Chileans wine-
makers started to produce it and Carménere
became a world known wine, winning prizes in
Asia, Australia and the United States. If you want
to try this fighter wine strain, you should definite-
ly visit the wine tours of the central valleys of

Chile, an experience you won't forget!

cont. Carménére

Pasaron mds de cien afios y el Carménére renacio
en el centro de Chile. ;Como? Una década antes de
que comenzara la plaga que afecté a Francia, unas
pocas cepas de Carméneére se unieron a los endlo-
gos europeos que emigraron a Chile alrededor de
1850. Sin embargo, esta cepa de vino sobreviviente
se sembrd junto a las plantas de Merlot y Cabernet
y durante afios se comercializo como estas varie-
dades de Carménere. .

No fue hasta 1991, cuando el ampelografo francés
Claude Vallat sefialo que algun tipo de Merlot
producido en Chile no era Merlot en absoluto, pero
no pudo identificar qué tipo de cepa era. Dos afios
mas tarde, Jean Michel Boursiquot, discipulo de
Vallat, finalmente llego a la conclusion de que la
planta al azar en cuestion era Carméneére, juna
cepa que durante un siglo se suponia que estaba
extinta!

Todo después de eso, es historia. Los vinicultores
chilenos comenzaron a producirlo y Carménere se
convirtié en un vino conocido mundialmente,
ganando premios en Asia, Australia y los Estados
Unidos. Si quieres probar esta variedad de vinos de
combate, definitivamente debes visitar los recorridos
de los valles centrales de Chile, juna experiencia que
no olvidards!
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